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Chapter 2

The Prayer
of Faith

Faith in the Lord Jesus Chrigt is the first principle of the gospel. In most religions, fath is
equated with belief. The prophet Joseph Smith defined faith asa principle of power, far more than simple
belief:

"... faithisthe assurance which men have of the existence of thingswhich they have not seen, and
the principle of actioninall intelligent beings. ... [Faith] ... isthe moving cause of all action ...
without it both mind and body would be in a state of inactivity, and dl their exertions would
cease, both physical and mental. ... Faith, then, is the first great governing principle which has
power, dominion, and authority over dl things; by it they exist, by it they are upheld, by it they
are changed, or by itthey remain, agreeableto thewill of God. Without it thereisno power, and
without power there could be no creation nor existence!™"

Theideathat "... faith ... isthe moving cause of dl action ..." suggests to our minds a dynamic
process, and that isprobably the reason why the A postle James stated that the truefaith is manifested through
works, and that without worksfaith is dead’.

Theterm "dynamic process' reminds methat it ispossiblefor usto go about our livesasking the
Lord whatever blessings we need to our survival or welfare, without ever considering that the bestowal of
some of these blessings dependsin part of our actions. True faith requires much more than a simple belief
in God's ahility to help us combined with aformal request made through mechanical, repetitive prayersthat
sometimes offered mindl essly.

True faith requires a"partnership®™ between us and the Lord. This "partnership" startswith a
sharing of ideas; it devel opswith the design of aplanfor solving problems or achieving blessings, and at last,
it reachesits maturity with the performance of the accorded actions. This"partnership” iswhat | understand
by "the prayer of faith", aprocess used to accomplish thingsthat we may consider beyond our natural ability

Lectures On Faith, p.7,10. Brackets added.
James 2:17-26

The idea of a "partnership" implies that a covenant must be established between us and the Lord.
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toachieve. The Apostle Paul wrote: "I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.** Ammon,
agreat Nephite missionary, testified similarly: "Y ea, | know that | an nothing; asto my strength | am wesak;
therefore | will not boast of myself, but | will boast of my God, for in his strength | can do all things ...*"
Like many others, | also have atestimony that there are no limitsto what we can accomplish if we havefaith
and pray in faith.

One of the chief examples of a prayer of faith was given by the Lord Jesus Christ himself.
Through the Book of Mormon we |learn the pattern Christ and his prophets used to minister and administer
using the prayer of faith.

Prayers Offered by a Member of the Godhead

The prophet Abinadi prophesied about Christ’s mortal ministry saying: "... God himsdf shall
come down among the children of men, and shall redeem his people.®*" When ministering among the
Nephites and Lamanites, Christ introduced himself by saying: "... | amthe God of Israel, and the God of the
whole earth ...""

In the Book of Mormon we find an extremely summarized® account of the Lord Jesus Christ's
minigtry among the Nephites and Lamanites. There we learn that during that ministry he prayed several
timesto the Father. | found very interesting the fact that Jesus Christ, amember of the Holy Trinity, the God
who created worldswithout number®, still prays. | suppose he did so both to giveusan example, and to show
us how to approach the Father and develop a personal relationship with Him™.

Another particular aspect that always catches my attention is the fact that Jesus always
acknowledged the Father's hand in al things. For example, he by himself gave to his new Nephite-
Lamanite' disciples the power to give the Holy Ghost; on the next day, when the disciples received the
actual manifestation of the Holy Ghost, Jesus prayed: "Father, | thank thee that thou hast given the Holy
Ghost unto these whom | have chosen ..."*"

| feel inclined to write more about the prayers that the Lord Jesus Christ offered during his
ministry. However, since my purpose here is to write about prayers of faith offered by his mortal servants,
I will not discuss this point in greater length. But read the account of his ministry as recorded in Third

Philippians 4:13
Alma 26:12
Mosiah 15:1

3 Nephi 11:14
3 Nephi 26:6-11

Moses 1:33

10 3 Nephi 13:9; 18:16-21,24-25

1 We don’t know whether all the disciples were Nephites. By the same token, we don’'t know if the so-
called “Three Nephites” were actually Nephites. Mormon and Moroni referred to them ssimply as
“three disciples.”

12 3 Nephi 19:20
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Nephi; until we receive other accounts in greater detail™®, thisis the best source available to learn how the
God of the whole earth prays. While reading those chapters, note how the Lord often used prayer either to
acknowl edge the Father'shand or as a means to increase the spirituality of the people, thus preparing them
toreceive greater light and knowledge. By analyzing the Lord's prayerswe may learn how touse our prayers
to achieve the same purposes.

The Prayer of Faith and the Remission of Sins
In the scriptures we find examples of how the Lord's servants in past ages, some of them acting
in capacitiesthat resemblemodern-day church leadership callings, used the prayer of faith asapowerful tool.

One of these exampleswefind inthe experience of Enos™. Hiswords suggest that he did not get
his blessing (the remission of his sins) as result of a 9ngle, mechanical, 30-second long late-night prayer.
By using the words "wrestle" and "mighty prayer” (or their equivalents in the ancient Nephite language),
Enos suggested that he had to employ dl hismental and spiritual capacity to reach up to the throne of grace;
in his own words, he had to "pour out [his] whole soul*".

The processisindeed long and Enos's experience suggests that it took him some time to get the
Lord's answers to all his petitions. Only after he had gone through this process many times he finally felt
hisfaith becoming unshaken. At this stage he wasthen ready to ask greater blessings, even for one specific
blessing that would take more than 2,000 years to be bestowed'®. Thiswas probably the same type of faith
Enos's father had achieved, by which he and others could even command the elements and be obeyed by
them'’.

Other examples in the scriptures show leaders pleading with the Lord for a remission of their
people's sins. Moses described how heasked the Lord to forgive the ancient Israelites after their affair with
the golden caf:

"... 1 fel down beforethe Lord forty days and forty nights, as | fell down at thefirst; because the
Lord had said he would destroy you. | prayed therefore unto the Lord, and said, O Lord God,
destroy not thy people and thine inheritance, which thou hast redeemed through thy greatness,
which thou hast brought forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand. Remember thy servants,
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; look not unto the stubbornness of this people, nor to their
wickedness, nor to their sin: Lest the land whence thou broughtest us out say, Because the Lord
was not ableto bring them into theland which he promised them, and because he hated them, he
hath brought them out to slay them in the wilderness. Yet they are thy people and thine
inheritance, which thou broughtest out by thy mighty power and by thy stretched out arm.*®"

18 3 Nephi 26:6-12

4 Enos Chapter 1

15 Enos 1:2,4,9; brackets added.

16 Enos 1:11

1 Jacob 4:6; remember the experiences of Enoch, Moses, Elijah, Elisha, and the miracles of Jesus and His Apostles
(and this list could be much longer).

18 Deuteronomy 9:24-29; | believe that Moses' action was motivated by pure love, or charity, and | will propose this
idea in chapter 4.
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Thiswas another passage of scripturethat left me deeply impressed, because M oses spent almost
amonth and ahalf reasoning and pleading with the Lord not for a personal blessing, but for the forgiveness
of his people. Even though the people were clearly guilty, instead of asking the Lord to execute a quick
judgment against the sinners, M oses acted the rol e of the Savior, who isour advocate before the Father, and
pleaded the people's cause by asking the Father to spare them.”® Moses speaks with the Lord asif he were
speaking to afriend, reminding the Lord how much negative publicity the destruction of the people would
receive from the Egyptian press, and how much power and resources the Lord had dready invested in
releasing that people from bondage.

We find a similar example in the Book of Mormon, where Lehi, after learning that Jerusalem
would be destroyed, "... prayed unto the Lord, yea, even withall hisheart, in behalf of hispeople.®" Again,
notice how Nephi qualifiedthetype of prayer L ehi offered by using thewords"evenwith all hisheart". This
suggests not a "theatrical representation,” but genuine feelings.

But placing a petition before the Lord isnot all. The prayer of faith requires actions from both
membersof the"partnership”. Inthethree casesthat we havejust considered, Enos, Mosesand L ehi worked
diligently** after they had prayed so that their people could understand how to achieve--and retain--the
remission of their sins. In arevelation through the Prophet Joel, the Lord gave the following charge and
promise:

"Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep between the porch and the altar, and let
them say, Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen
shouldrule over them: ... Thenwill the Lord be jealous|or zealous] for hisland, and pity [or have
compassion on] hispeople. Yea, the Lord will answer and say unto his people, Behold, | will
send you corn, and wine, and oil, and ye shall be satisfied therewith: and | will nomore makeyou
areproach among the heathen”®"

It isinteresting to notice what the Lord promises to send, besides national "self-esteem:" corn,
wine, and oil. This promise could be seen both as atemporal blessing (i.e. food,) and asa spiritual blessing.
If we assume that corn could be used to make bread, we would see here symbols of the ordinance of the
sacrament in its ancient form--i.e. bread and wine**--and of the Holy Spirit-the 0il**. The ordinance of the
sacrament and the Spirit of the L ord are fundamental in obtaining a remission of our sins, a preparatory step
toenter inthe presence of theLord. Accordingto thisscripture, itistheresponsibility of thosewho minister
to intercede in favor of the people, thus helping them in their eterna journey.

The Prayer of Faith in the Ministry

Another example of the prayer of faith can be foundwhen Alma, the younger, prayed for himself
and his missionary companions. After having seen the iniquity of the Zoramites, he realized the enormity
of thetask and of theobstacles ahead of histeam of missionaries. Ingead of balking fromthe regponsibility

19 D& C 45:3-5

0 1 Nephi 1:5

2 Deuteronomy 10:1,5; 1 Nephi 1:18; Enos 1:19-20

2 Joel 2:17-19; brackets added with footnote information.

B See Genesis 14:18; JST Genesis 14:17; D& C 27:1-4

24 See Matthew 25:1-4,8-10; D& C 45:56-57
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(perhaps by rationalizing that the people had developed their own religion and that he should not bother
them), he sought the Lord:

"... O Lord, wilt thou give me strength, that | may bear with mine infirmities. For | am infirm,
and such wickedness among this people doth pain my soul. O Lord, my heart is exceedingly
sorrowful; wilt thou comfort my soul in Christ. O Lord, wilt thou grant unto methat | may have
strength, that | may suffer with patience these afflictions which shall come upon me, because of
the iniquity of this people. O Lord, wilt thou comfort my soul, and give unto me success...?*"

Then, probably perceiving that his missionary companions would be experiencing the same
concerns, he asked for thesame blessingsin behalf of hiscompanions. Noticehow in hisprayer he mentions
each of his companions by name:

"...and also my fellow laborers who are with me--yea, Ammon, and Aaron, and Omner, and also
Amulek and Zeezromand al so my two sons--yea, even dl these wilt thou comfort, OLord. Yea,
wilt thou comfort their soulsin Christ. Wilt thou grant unto them that they may have strength,
that they may bear their afflictions which shall come upon them because of theiniquitiesof this
people.®"

Now, why was Almaasking these blessings? Was he, by any chance, concerned only with the
political or military benefits of having the Zoramites converted®’? Although the Nephites in general had
theseworriesin mind, Almawasmore concernedwith their eternal welfare, and the next wordsinhis prayer
state this fact:

"O Lord, wilt thou grant unto us that we may have success in bringing them again unto theein
Christ. Behold, O Lord, their souls are precious, and many of them are our brethren; therefore,
give unto us, O Lord, power and wisdom that we may bring these, our brethren, again unto
thee.?®"

After having prayed for these blessings, was Alma finished? No. Remember that we are
comparing the prayer of faith with a partnership; thusit requires action on our part aswell as on the part of
theLord. Since Almahad requested certain blessings, and accordingto theword of the Lord "... without the
ordinances ... and the authority of the priesthood, the power of godlinessis not manifest unto menin the
flesh®", his share of this partnership with the Lord led him to use his priesthood, as one of the Lord's
stewards, to guarantee that those blessings would be bestowed by the Lord:

"Now it came to pass that when Alma had said these words, that he clapped his hands upon all
them who were with him. And behold, as he dapped his hands upon them, they werefilled with
the Holy Spirit. ... And the Lord provided for them that they should hunger not, neither should
they thirst; yea, and he also gave them strength, that they should suffer no manner of afflictions,

% Alma 31:30-32

26 Alma 31:32-33

z Alma 31:4

2 Alma 31:34-35

2 D&C 84:21
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save it were swallowed up in the joy of Christ. Now this was according to the prayer of Alma;
and this because he prayed in faith.>"

Alma apparently gave his companions a special priesthood blessing so they could endure the
rigors of the assignment they had received. We will not always be present to perform these ordinances,
nevertheless, we still can bless and strengthen those who are associated with us by other types of actions.
The Apostle Paul, for example, used his prayersand hisletters; and only when possible, his personal visits.
He once wrote:

"... | cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers; That the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelationin
theknowledge of him: The eyes of your undersanding being enlightened; that ye may know what
isthe hope of hiscalling, and what the riches of the glory of hisinheritancein the saints, And
what isthe exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working
of his mighty power ..

As leaders we must follow this same pattern in every assignment in the Church of Christ: pray
with al our heart, and then administer, write, exhort, visit, etc., and after doing these things offer another
prayer, thistimeto thank for the opportunity given usto perform those labors and for the bless ngs received.

The Prayer of Faith in the Performance of Assignments

Another common use of the prayer of faith isin the performance of our several dutiesin the
Church, especidly inthose assignments that constitute apersond challenge. One of the first examplesthat
may cometo our mindsisthe experienceof thegreat prophet and seer Mahonri M oriancumer®, theyounger®
brother of Jared.

M oriancumer recei ved acommandmentto build special shipsand crossthe oceanwith hispeople.
After he had built them he saw that therewas no way to renew the air inside the ships, and al so that they had
no light. Upon asking the Lord for instructions-—-something M oriancumer might have gotten used to during
the construction--the Lord answered only one of the questions, and told M oriancumer how to providefor the
renewal of theair. Astothe question of thelight, Moriancumer asked againthe L ord for guidance; however,
this time the Lord's answer was puzzling:

"And the L ord said unto the brother of Jared: What will yethat | should do that ye may have light
inyour vessds? For behold, ye cannot have windows, for they will be dashed in pieces; neither
shall ye take fire with you, for ye shall not go by the light of fire.>*"

%0 Alma 31:36,38

i Ephesians 1:16-19

32 The name of the brother of Jared was revealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith. See Elder Bruce R. McConkie's
Mormon Doctrine, p.463

3 Ether 1:33-34. We have this additional pieceof information thanks to the translation of the Book of Mormon into

Thai, the official language of Thailand. | will refer to that in my discussion on diversity, in chapter 9.

34 Ether 2:23
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| don't believe that the Lord was beinginsensitive with one of His servants. Just as Moriancumer
had previously been chastened because he had forgotten "... to call upon the name of the Lord®™," it is
possible that this time he was being reminded that that information was dready available to him®*. Inhis
concern over the construction of such unusual ships (at least for his days,) it is possible that Moriancumer
did not set aside enough time to the study and ponder on a solution, by which process he might find (and
whereby he apparently did find) an idea to solve his problem.

What we havetoday asthe Book of Ether, as part of the Book of Mormon, isjust an abridgement,
acondensed version of about 1,600 years of Jaredite history and prophecies made by Moroni. Since we do
not have the details of what happened, we may assume that it probably took the Brother of Jared sometime
to figure out what to do. How long? Perhaps hours, or even days. After he had developed an idea of what
to do, he had to find the necessary materials, and build afurnace. He had to find the right type of mineral,
and who knowswhether the mountain upon which he findly found it was nearby or far? Who knows how
high it was®? In those days, to achieve the high temperatures needed to melt® that mineral he and his
associates probably hadto work very hard, perhapsblowingthefirewith bellowsfor many hours, or perhaps
day and night, until the right temperature was reached, and then they had to continue working hard to
maintai n that temperature until the mineral wascompletely liquefied. Besidesthat, who knows whether the
process worked in the first attempt? Who knows whether the temperature was correct; whether he found
the right type of mineral at first; whether the clear stones didn't break in pieces while solidifying?

By these suppositions | am not trying to find out exactly what happened in the experience of the
Brother of Jared; | am just trying to suggest that besides praying, Moriancumer had to work very hard to
solve his problem. The important part of this discussionisthat in order to solve some of our most difficult
problems we have to follow the same process.

Whenever | read these chapters in the Book of Ether, | ask myself how many times we pass
through situationsin whichthe Lord ask us"... What will yethat | should do...?". It isinteresting to notice
that after asking this question the Lord pronounced a series of "don'ts': don't make windows and don't take
fire. 1 wonder how many times we have asked the Lord for guidance and instead of the direct answer to our
inquiry we have received (either from the Lord directly or through one of his authorized servants, it isthe
same®) alist of "donts". Perhapsin these situations we might even have gotten close to being angry with
the Lord (or with his servants), instead of considering this an opportunity for learning and development that
would eventually bring us nearer to the presence of the Lord.

It might be useful while in occasions like theseto remember that obstacles, problems, diseases,
or the acknowledgment of weaknesses, may be given to stimulate our mental and spiritual faculties, and to

3 Ether 2:14

3 According to afootnote in Genesis 6:16 (King JamesV ersion of the Bible published by the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saintsin 1979), "... some rabbisbelieved it was a precious stone that shonein[Noah's] ark." In Ether
1:3,6 M oroni states that the Jaredite prophet Ether knew about the early history of the world. |f we assume that
M oriancumer probably had amore detailed scriptural account of theflood than the onefound in the current version
of the Bible, we may then suppose that he did find in that part of the scriptures the idea to use shining stones to
illuminate the ships.

87 Ether 3:1

8 Noticethat the English translation of the Book of M ormon uses the verb "molten” in Ether 3:1, suggesting that the
stones were not ready to be used when the Brother of Jared got them on the mountain. | don't know whether
editions in other languages use a verb with similar meaning.

3 D&C 1:38
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make us draw nearer to the Lord in order to receive greater blessings®. By so doing, we will receive the
blessing the Lord intended to give us--in general, something much greater than we originally wanted or
expected--and he will also provide a solution to the problem, by now turned into a secondary matter.

Two additional pointswelearninthe Brother of Jared’ experience areto acknowledgethe Lord's
omnipotent power and to ask for something very specific, instead of some unclear, generic blessing:

"... I know, O Lord, that thou hast all power, and can do whatsoever thou wilt for the benefit of
man,; therefore touch these stones, O Lord, with thy finger, and prepare themthat they may shine
forthin darkness; and they shall shine forth unto us in the vessel s which we have prepared, that
we may have light while we shall cross the sea. Behold, O Lord, thou canst do this ...**"

Moriancumer did not ask the L ord something vague or uncertain like " please, make these stones
shine", or "if possible, make them shine". Instead, he said: "... thou hast all power ... [thou] can do
whatsoever thou wilt for the benefit of man ... touch these stones ... with thy finger ... thou canst do this ..."

Perhaps some of usmight say: "Well, this experience happened with the Brother of Jared, agreat
prophet and seer of old; maybe that would not happen with one of us, Smple ordinary persons..." Inanswer
tothisconcern | would say that first, prophets, seersand revelatorsare also "simple” persons; the difference
between usand them isin the breadth of the callingsthey have recei ved in comparison with ours. Secondly,
the scriptures have al so exampl es of personswho eventhough did not have such broad callingsthey still used
the same process we have just seen.

Let's consider the experience of one of Abraham's servants, while on theerrand of finding awife
for Isaac. After arriving in Haran, the land where Abraham's relatives lived, he offered a prayer and
established the following "partnership” with the Lord:

"And he said, O Lord God of my master Abraham, | pray thee, send me good speed thisday, and
show kindness unto my master Abraham. Behold, | stand here by the well of water; and the
daughtersof the men of the city come out to draw water: And let it cometo pass, that the damsel
towhom | shall say, Let down thy pitcher, | pray thee, that | may drink; and she shall say, Drink,
and | will give thy camesdrink also: |et the same be she that thou hast appointed for thy servant
Isaac; and thereby shall | know that thou hast showed kindness unto my master.**"

Abraham's servant wasvery specific in hispetition, to the point of agreeng beforehand with the
Lord on wha specific sentences heand the chosen lady would utter. It isnot recorded in our current version
of the Old Testament, but thisman was surely expecting the Lord to use the power of hisHoly Spirit to make
the lady pronounce those exact words. He studiedin his mind, he developed aplan and presented it before
the Lord; he agreed with the Lord on what to do, specifying what exactly he would do and asking what he
thought only the Lord could do. Then, having had from Abraham the assurance that the L ord would send
messengers before him®, he acted as he had planned.

40 Ether 12:27-28; D& C 88:63

4 Ether 3:4-5

42 Genesis 24:12-14

4 Genesis 24:7
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We cannot affirm that the Lord will in every occasion respond in such a detailed manner as He
did with Abraham's servant; since the Lord works with us according to our faith*, He will measure the
strength of each individual'sfaith to determinehow He will choose to respond®. And we should emphasize
that these spiritual manifestations come not because we want, but according to the Lord's will*. However
we can affirm--and in fact testify--that the Lord will always respond at some point in someway, according
to Hisinfinite wisdom and mercy.

The ways by which two groups of Nephites were rescued from Lamanite bondage reveal alittle
bit of how the Lord works according to the faith of the people. The first group was composed by King
Limhi's people. After a period of repentance’’ they were delivered by means of a stratagent®. The other
group, who had followed Alma, was delivered from bondage by the Lord'sdirect intervention®. Sowelearn
that at times the Lord allow us the opportunity to use the wisdom we have already received from him and
find asolutionfor ourselves, whilein other circumstances He may answer our requestsby direct intervention.

If we feel that the Lord is apparently not answering our prayers, we should not be alarmed or
discouraged™®. In some occasions the plan of action we presented before the Lord may have flaws that we
have not noticed, and in these cases all we havetodo isto ponder alittle more and present either an updated
or acompletely new version of our plan before the Lord.

The Lord may also at timestry our faith, and withhold answers and blessings for sometime, just
as He did with the people of Alma™. It israther easy to be faithful and to show love for God when things
aregoingwell. Part of our mortal test involves proving ourselves to befaithful and loving when thingsare
going against our desires. When heaven seems closed to us, when we cannot feel the sweet influence of the
Spirit of the Lord, and we just don't feel the desire to pray or to attend church—circumstanceslike these are
excellent opportunitiesto show how much we are devoted to our Heavenly Father. When all wehaveisthe
remembrance of how good it was when we used to feel the Spirit of the Lord, we should allow that thought
to occupy our minds, to drive us to faithfulness in the middle of uncertainty. Soon, after days, weeks, or
months--only the Lord knows--heaven will open again and "angels [will come] and [will minister] unto
[us].>>"

The Prayer of Faith and Our Skills
When performing our part of the action in a "partnership” with the Lord, we must strive to use
thosetoolswe are most familiar with. Wecan seetheimportance of thisin the experience of theyoungking-

a4 2 Nephi 26:13; 27:23; D&C 10:47,49,52

4 W e should not try to measurewho among us has more or less faith, because only the Lord can accurately evaluate

the strength of on€'s faith. See 2 Chronicles 16:9; Nahum 1:7; D& C 33:1; 38:2,7.

a8 D&C 63:9-12

4 Mosiah 21:13-15,32-34

48 Mosiah 22:5-8

49 Mosiah 24:16-23

%0 We may also incur in the Lord's displeasure because of sin; but that is still not areason to be discouraged because

except for the unpardonable sin (Alma 39:6) repentance is always available.

51 Mosiah 24:12-15

52 Matthew 4:11; brackets added
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to-be, David. After accepting Goliath's challenge, and expressing his vigorous faith that the Lord would
deliver him out of Goliath's hands®, David was prepared by King Saul to battle in the most logic way
(according to the wisdom of the world):

"And Saul armed David with his armour, and he put an helmet of brass upon his head; also he
armed him with acoat of mail. And David girded his sword upon his armour, and he assayed to
go; for he had not proved it. And David said unto Saul, | cannot go with these; for | have not
provedthem. And David put them off him. And hetook hisstaff in hishand, and chose him five
smooth stones out of the brook, and put themin a shepherd's bag which he had, even in a scrip;
and his sling was in his hand: and he drew near to the Philistine.>*"

There are occasions when the most logic way of doing something, according to the wisdom of
the world, is not the most appropriate way of doing it according to the wisdom of the Lord. In David's
experience, using an armour, ahelmet, acoat of mail and a sword was something he apparently had not done
so far; therefore, when hetried for the first timehe apparently did not feel confident or comfortablebecause
he was not accustomed with the weight of that military apparatus. At that moment, the most effective way
for him to participatein a"partnership” with the Lord against Goliath and the Philistines was to adhere to
those gadgets hewas familiar with: stonesand asling™. Intheexampleswe have considered sofar, thetools
used were rocks and a furnace (the Brother of Jared), a specific dialogue (Abraham'’s servant), preaching
(Moses, Enos, and Paul), and priesthood ordinances (Alma).

In our assgnments, aswell asin our lives, we need not only to use those toolsavailable to usat
the moment we need, but also develop the ability to use other tools. Going back to our previous example,
David could not be effective using the military apparatus at the time he defeated Goliath; however, he later
learned to use those weapons, and in time he became as skilled in their use as he had been with the sling.

Likewise, we can improve our abilities, learn new skills, acquire more knowledge and use these
for the benefit of those under our responsibility: our families, our church, our communities. Torefuseto do
S0, in my opinion, iscomparable to denying our own divine origin, and according to the principle suggested
by the Lord inthe Parable of the Talents™®, we will be held accountableif we do not fully use our capacity.

The Prayer of Faith and the Will of the Lord

The Apostle Jameswrote: "... The effectual fervent prayer of arighteous man availeth much.>™
Y et, we should remember that in order to receive accordingto our desires one important condition must be
met: whatever we are requesting must be in accordance with the will of the Lord. Because of our limited
understanding of the ways of the Lord, there will be occasions when we will ask certain blessings that the
Lord will seefit not to bestow upon us at that time.

53 1 Samuel 17:26,32,36-37

54 1 Samuel 17:38-40

s Under aworldly logic, David's action could be considered suicide: a young man fighting against an ex perienced

warrior who was about 10 feet (or about 3 meters) high, whose spear's head wei ghted about 20 pounds (or about
9 kilograms)! No wonder Goliath ridiculed David in front of the armies, ... Am | adog, that thou comest to me
with staves?" (1 Samuel 17:42-43)

%6 Matthew 25:15-30

57 James 5:16
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For example, after many years on the Lord's errand Moses humbly asked for a very simple
blessing: an opportunity to cross the river Jordan and enter the promised land®®. Remember that Moseswas
aman towhom God had spoken "... facetoface, asaman speaketh untohisfriend ...**", and that through him
the Lord had performed mighty works that even after 3,000 years still astonish the world. And yet, when
asked to grant this great prophet the blessing of planting his feet on the land about which he had preached
for about four decades, the Lord said: "... thou shalt not go over this Jordan.*"

Thuswe seethat not all our desireswill begranted--even those that we may consider asrighteous
desires. But how can we know what to ask for in our prayers? In arevelation to the Prophet Joseph Smith,
the Lord specified the conditions to learn what we shoul d ask:

"... yeshall call upon mewhilel am near--Draw near unto meand | will draw near unto you; seek
me diligently and ye shall find me; ask, and ye shall receive; knock, and it shal be opened unto
you. Whatsoever ye ask the Father in my name it shall be given unto you, that is expedient for
you; And if ye ask anything that is not expedient for you, it shall turn unto your condemnation
... Hethat asketh in the Spirit asketh according to the will of God; wherefore it is done even as
he asketh.®™"

The word "expedient” means "tending to promote some proposed or desired object; a meansto
an end; proper under the circumstances; appropriate; advisable." Thus, something expedient for us is
something that can help us accomplish our purpose (or end) on this earth, which purpose Amulek identified
as our preparation to meet God®.

Let usrefer once again to the Parable of the Talents®: in that parable, thetal entsthat the servants
received belonged to their lord, and the increase that the first two servants acquired was also given back to
their lord. Thus, it seemsthat those talents, far from possessions that belonged exclusively to the servants,
belonged to their lord, and the servants were mere stewards handling those talents.

The same pattern appearsin the examples we have considered so far. Noneinvolved any selfish
desire; none included anything that could be considered a personal possession of the personsinvolved. In
those examples the esablishment of the Lord's kingdom was behind the blessings requested. Enos wanted
remission of sinsto him, to his people and even to his enemies; the retaining of thisremission of sinsbrings
eternal life, whichis part of thework and glory of God®; such was al so the casewith Moses, Lehi, and Alma
theyounger. Abraham's servant was seeking an el ect lady who, with Isaac, would perpetuatethe Abrahamic
covenant, through which all the families of the earth would be blessed®®. David was restoring the faith in

%8 Deuteronomy 3:23-25

5 Exodus 33:11

&0 Deuteronomy 3:27; for Moses' ages, see Exodus 7:7 and D euteronomy 34:7

61 D& C 88:62-65; 46:30

62 Alma 34:32

&3 Matthew 25:15-30

64 Moses 1:39

& Abraham 2:11
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God and paving the way to magnify Israel inits position asa covenant peopl€®. Andif theseexampleswere
not enough, we still find the one of Hannah, who prayed for a son and soon became the mother of Samuel,
aprophet of such a caliber that the Israel of histime had not seen so far®’.

That does not mean that we should not ask for our daily necessities. Amulek taught some
repentant Zoramites that they should ask for temporal blessings as well; but he added that those prayers
should be accompanied by service rendered unto others® (away of administering temporal salvation, also
a part of the Lord's work.) And the Savior taught that we should not use vain repetitions, because our
Heavenly Father knows all our necessities "before [we] ask him.*®" In my opinion, this admonition means
that we may ask our Father in Heaven for food, clothing, and other necessities; but even during atime of
adversity, we should exercise our faith in such away as to not make our requests for temporal necessities
become the only topic of our prayers.

Perhaps one of the most powerful examples of asking accordingto thewill of the Lordwasgiven
by John, the Beloved Disciple. During the Lord's ministry, John, his brother James, and their mother,
approached the Lord and asked for avery unusud blessing: "... She saith unto him, Grant that these my two
sons may sit, the one on thy right hand and the other on the left, in thy kingdom.”" By their words (Mark
recorded that James and John al so expressed this desire) it is clear that they had faith. They really beieved
that Jesus was the Christ, and that eventually he would ascend again to histhrone in the courts of glory.
However, instead of abenevolent answer like"... great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt™™", he
said: "Y e know not what ye ask ... to sit on my right hand and on my left hand is not mine to give...”".

Later, after hisresurrection, the Lord offered his disciplesthe opportunity of asking for anything
they wanted. This time, John knew what to ask for: "And the Lord said unto me: John, my beloved, what
desirest thou? For if you shall ask what you will, it shall be granted unto you. And | said unto him: Lord,
give unto me power over death, tha | may live and bring souls unto thee.”®" But this time John was not
asking for a blessing that would satisfy any desire of self-aggrandizement; he did not want to have power
over death just to remain on the earth as a supernatural being™; he wanted to remain on the earthto work in
the Lord'svineyard. Thistime, the Lord's answer was positive: "And the Lord said unto me: Verily, verily,
| say unto thee, because thou desirest thisthou shalt tarry until | comein my glory, and shalt prophesy before
nations, kindreds, tongues and people.”™"
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With the help of the Lord, obtained through the prayer of faith, we can also achieve much.
However, we must always remember that these mighty worksare must befor the purpose of establishing the
kingdom of God, and that all the glory belongs to the Lord, not to us.
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