
MEN’S DIVINE ROLES
AND RESPONSIBILITIES

SELECTED TEACHINGS

President Harold B. Lee

“All women have a desire for companionship. They
want to be wives; they want to be mothers; and when
men refuse to assume their responsibility of marriage,
for no good reason, they are unable to consummate
marriage. Brethren, we are not doing our duty as
holders of the priesthood when we go beyond the
marriageable age and withhold ourselves from an
honorable marriage to these lovely women, who are
seeking the fulfillment of a woman’s greatest desire to
have a husband, a family, and a home” (in Conference
Report, Oct. 1973, 119–20; or Ensign, Jan. 1974, 100).

President Spencer W. Kimball

“The Lord organized the whole program in the begin-
ning with a father who procreates, provides, and
loves and directs, and a mother who conceives and
bears and nurtures and feeds and trains. The Lord
could have organized it otherwise but chose to have
a unit with responsibility and purposeful associations
where children train and discipline each other and
come to love, honor, and appreciate each other. The
family is the great plan of life as conceived and
organized by our Father in heaven” (in Conference
Report, Apr. 1973, 151; or Ensign, July 1973, 15).

President Howard W. Hunter

“Together with your wife, you determine the
spiritual climate of your home” (in Conference Report,
Oct. 1994, 69; or Ensign, Nov. 1994, 51).

FATHER, CONSIDER YOUR WAYS

Pamphlet

Brethren, have you considered the challenge it is 
to be a successful father? It takes hard work and
planning to rear your children in righteousness and
have unity with your wife, to build a constant
feeling of love and harmony in the home. Why is
being a successful, righteous father such a challenge
for almost any man?

The Lord’s plan of salvation requires that you pass
through trials in this mortal life. Those trials seem
to be greatest when you reach fatherhood; but be
assured—fatherhood, in a sense, is an apprenticeship
to godhood. This presentation will help give you a
broader perspective of what it means to be a father;
to give you an understanding and a feeling of your
worth to your Father in heaven. Father, consider
your ways!

Through his Son, Jesus Christ, God created the
heavens and the earth. At this time you lived with
him as his spirit child, and you shouted for joy when
this earth was formed. You knew the necessity of
coming to earth, of gaining a physical body, and of
passing through the many trials of earth life. You
knew that at times you would make mistakes. You
also knew that through the atoning sacrifice of your
Brother and Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, you could
repent of these mistakes and be found clean.

You also knew that Jesus Christ was to be your
example and would show you the way to return back
to your Father in heaven. “So God created man in his
own image . . . male and female created he them.”
(Genesis 1:27.) And he gave man dominion, or
stewardship, over all things on the earth and made
him accountable for them. His greatest stewardship
and accountability would be for children.

Marriage, as ordained of God, is the lawful union 
of man and wife, not only for this earth life, but for
all eternity. A paramount purpose of marriage is to
clothe spirit children of our Father in heaven with
earthly bodies. When your first child is born, you
become a father. The title father is sacred and eternal.
It is significant that of all the titles of respect and
honor and admiration that are given to Deity, he
has asked us to address him as Father.

A father is the presiding authority in his family. On
this earth your initial experience of being a father of
a family gives you opportunities to learn to govern
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with love and patience, and with your wife to teach
each of your children correct principles; to prepare
them to become proper fathers and mothers. When
you do this according to the pattern given us by the
Lord, and you endure to the end, your family will
be added upon eternally. A righteous family is an
eternal unit. On this earth, priesthood quorums and
all other organizations of the Church aid you, the
father, and your wife and family in achieving these
eternal goals.

Father, with your wife you have entrusted to you
from God the power to be cocreators with him, 
to multiply and replenish the earth. As cocreators,
you have delegated to you the opportunity and
responsibility to bring into mortality and teach in
light and truth spirit children of our Father in heaven.

When you recognize the importance of teaching
your children, you become humble, because at once
you realize that this is accomplished by precept and
example. You cannot be one thing and effectively
teach another. You must live and study and pray for
the constant companionship of the Holy Ghost.
You must purify and organize your life so that your
example and leadership reflect the light of the
gospel of Jesus Christ.

You must plan your day as guided by the Spirit of
the Lord, earnestly seeking your own welfare and
the welfare of your family before other cares blind
you to these first responsibilities. As we have been
taught by living prophets, “No other success in life
can compensate for failure in the home,” (see
David O. McKay in Conference Report, Apr. 1964,
p. 5) and “The greatest work you will ever do will
be within the walls of your own home.” (See
Harold B. Lee, Strengthening the Home, 1973, p. 7.)

It must be emphasized that as a father, you are
always teaching. For good or ill your family learns
your ways, your beliefs, your heart, your ideas, your
concerns. Your children may or may not choose to
follow you, but the example you give is the greatest
light you hold before your children, and you are
accountable for that light.

At one time a young father acted somewhat unkindly
to his wife. Three days later this same man saw his
three-year-old daughter use his very words in acting
unkindly to her mother. The man was sobered and
came to ask himself this question, “Do I love my
children and family enough to repent, to change
my life for their welfare?”

The obligations, the burdens, the responsibility 
of being a proper father may seem overwhelming.
Fortunately, you are not required to preside and
judge and act without counsel, without assistance.
You have a wife—a companion, a counselor, a partner,
a helpmeet, a friend.

Is she one with you? Do you thank the Lord daily
for her? Do you keep the covenants you made with
her and with the Lord in the temple? Do you always
strive to keep your thoughts and words and actions
pure? Do you realize that when you offend her in any
way it is like offending yourself, since you are one?

Does she know of your love for her? Is your
relationship one of continual courtship? Do you
regularly spend time together—alone, where your
expression and actions reassure her of your
appreciation and reliance on her companionship?
Do you exercise righteous leadership with her?

Do you always keep sight of your marriage goal, the
creation of an eternal unit bound together by love
and by the power and ordinances of the priesthood?

Father, you are accountable to the Lord for what
you have and what you are. In the future you will
surely stand before him. What will be your report
concerning your family? Will you be able to report
that your home was a place of love, a bit of heaven?
That daily family prayer and secret prayer were
fostered? That it was a house of fasting? That in
family home evenings and at other times you and
your wife taught your children the basic principles
of the gospel?

Will you be able to report that you created an
environment in your home to build faith in a living
God, to encourage learning, to teach order, obedience,
and sacrifice? That you often shared your testimony
of the reality of your Father in heaven, of the
truthfulness of the restored gospel with your wife
and children? Will you be able to report that you
followed the living prophets? That your home was
where your tender children could feel protected and
safe, and where they felt the love, and acceptance,
and warmth of you and their mother?

And what will be your report concerning the temporal
welfare of your family? It is God’s plan that you
work for what you get. Your occupation should be
honorable and should provide sufficiently to meet
the needs of your family. Are your duties and labors
undertaken with a joyful and thankful spirit? Do
your wife and children feel secure because you feel
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good about your occupation? Do you practice
frugality and thrift and avoid debt by living within
your income, your tithed income? Do your wife and
children feel a sense of tradition and stability because
the family home is not relocated on a whim, for
unsound reasons?

Father, are you committed to the eternal welfare of
each of your children? Do you labor and love and
strive with them as long as they live?

Fatherhood is leadership, the most important kind
of leadership. It has always been so; it always will
be so. Father, with the assistance and counsel and
encouragement of your eternal companion, you
preside in the home. It is not a matter of whether
you are most worthy or best qualified, but it is a
matter of law and appointment. You preside at the
meal table, at family prayer. You preside at family
home evening; and as guided by the Spirit of the
Lord, you see that your children are taught correct
principles. It is your place to give direction relating
to all of family life.

You give father’s blessings. You take an active part
in establishing family rules and discipline. As a leader
in your home you plan and sacrifice to achieve the
blessing of a unified and happy family. To do all of
this requires that you live a family-centered life.

Now, you are a son of God. You were sent to this
earth to gain a physical body and to prove yourself
in the trials and experiences of this earth life. It is
the plan of your Father in heaven that you have
been or will be sealed for eternity to a companion.
In marriage, you and your wife are one in purpose
as you strive to fulfill the purposes of the Lord. As 
a cocreator with God you bring forth children.

You prepare your family and each member in the
family to serve their fellowman, to build the kingdom
of God on earth. You conscientiously provide for
their material well-being. In the family you learn to
govern righteously. You teach your family generally
and each child individually the doctrines of the
kingdom.

The day will come when you will stand before the
Lord and report your stewardship as a father on earth.
Father, consider your ways. What will be your report?

A Summary

1. Your fatherhood is, in a sense, an apprenticeship
to godhood.

2. Your earth life is a part of the plan of salvation
that enables you to become like your Father in
heaven.

3. Jesus Christ is your example to show you the
way to return to your Father in heaven.

4. A righteous family is an eternal unity.

5. You are the presiding authority in the home.

6. The Church exists to assist you to return with
your family to the presence of our Father in
heaven.

7. You and your wife are cocreators with God for
the eternal welfare of his spirit children.

8. You teach most effectively by example.

9. The greatest work you will ever do will be
within the walls of your own home.

10. You must seek the spirit of the Lord in leading
your family.

11. The mother sustains the father and is his
helpmeet, his counselor.

12. You and your wife are one in purpose.

13. You have the responsibility for the physical,
mental, social, and spiritual well-being of your
children.

14. You have the responsibility to lead your family
by—

A. Governing, correcting, nurturing, and
blessing them in meekness, tenderness, and
love on the principles of righteousness. 
(See D&C 121.)

B. Creating an environment in the home
conducive to order, prayer, worship, learning,
fasting, happiness, and the Spirit of the Lord.

C. Teaching them the principles of faith in
Christ, repentance, baptism, the gift of the
Holy Ghost, enduring to the end, and
praying vocally and in secret.

D. Loving God and keeping his commandments.
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TO THE FATHERS IN ISRAEL

President Ezra Taft Benson

President of the Church

In Conference Report, 
Oct. 1987, 59–63; 
or Ensign, Nov. 1987, 
48–51; see also To the 
Fathers in Israel, 
pamphlet

My dear brethren, I am grateful to be here with you
in this glorious assembly of the priesthood of God. 
I pray that the Spirit of the Lord will be with me and
with you as I address you on a most vital subject.
This evening I would like to speak to the fathers
assembled here and throughout the Church about
their sacred callings.

I hope you young men will also listen carefully,
inasmuch as you are now preparing to become the
future fathers of the Church.

An Eternal Calling

Fathers, yours is an eternal calling from
which you are never released. Callings
in the Church, as important as they
are, by their very nature are only for a
period of time, and then an appropriate
release takes place. But a father’s
calling is eternal, and its importance transcends
time. It is a calling for both time and eternity.

President Harold B. Lee truly stated that “the most
important of the Lord’s work that you [fathers] will
ever do will be the work you do within the walls of
your own home. Home teaching, bishopric’s work,
and other Church duties are all important, but the
most important work is within the walls of your
home” (Strengthening the Home [pamphlet, 1973], p. 7).

What, then, is a father’s specific responsibility
within the sacred walls of his home? May I suggest
two basic responsibilities of every father in Israel.

Provide for Material Needs

First, you have a sacred responsibility to provide for
the material needs of your family.

The Lord clearly defined the roles of providing for
and rearing a righteous posterity. In the beginning,
Adam, not Eve, was instructed to earn the bread by
the sweat of his brow.

The Apostle Paul counsels husbands and fathers,
“But if any provide not for his own, and specially
for those of his own house, he hath denied the
faith, and is worse than an infidel” (1 Timothy 5:8).

Early in the history of the restored Church, the
Lord specifically charged men with the obligation
to provide for their wives and family. In January of
1832 He said, “Verily I say unto you, that every
man who is obliged to provide for his own family,
let him provide, and he shall in nowise lose his
crown” (D&C 75:28). Three months later the Lord
said again, “Women have claim on their husbands
for their maintenance, until their husbands are
taken” (D&C 83:2). This is the divine right of a wife
and mother. While she cares for and nourishes her
children at home, her husband earns the living for
the family, which makes this nourishing possible.

In a home where there is an able-bodied husband,
he is expected to be the breadwinner. Sometimes 
we hear of husbands who, because of economic
conditions, have lost their jobs and expect the

wives to go out of the home and work,
even though the husband is still
capable of providing for his family. In
these cases, we urge the husband to do
all in his power to allow his wife to
remain in the home caring for the
children while he continues to provide
for his family the best he can, even

though the job he is able to secure may not be ideal
and family budgeting may have to be tighter.

Also, the need for education or material things does
not justify the postponing of children in order to keep
the wife working as the breadwinner of the family.

Counsel of President Kimball

I remember the counsel of our beloved prophet
Spencer W. Kimball to married students. He said: “I
have told tens of thousands of young folks that when
they marry they should not wait for children until
they have finished their schooling and financial
desires. . . . They should live together normally and
let the children come. . . .

“. . . I know of no scriptures,” President Kimball
continued, “where an authorization is given to
young wives to withhold their families and go to
work to put their husbands through school. There
are thousands of husbands who have worked their
own way through school and have reared families
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at the same time” (“Marriage Is Honorable,” in
Speeches of the Year, 1973 [Provo: Brigham Young
University Press, 1974], p. 263).

A Mother’s Role in the Home

Brethren of the priesthood, I continue to emphasize
the importance of mothers staying home to nurture,
care for, and train their children in the principles of
righteousness.

As I travel throughout the Church, I feel that the
great majority of Latter-day Saint mothers earnestly
want to follow this counsel. But we know that
sometimes the mother works outside of the home
at the encouragement, or even insistence, of her
husband. It is he who wants the items of convenience
that the extra income can buy. Not only will the
family suffer in such instances, brethren, but your
own spiritual growth and progression will be
hampered. I say to all of you, the Lord has charged
men with the responsibility to provide for their
families in such a way that the wife is allowed to
fulfill her role as mother in the home.

Family Preparedness More Urgent Today

Fathers, another vital aspect of providing for the
material needs of your family is the provision you
should be making for your family in case of an emer-
gency. Family preparedness has been a long-estab-
lished welfare principle. It is even more urgent today.

I ask you earnestly, have you provided for your
family a year’s supply of food, clothing, and, where
possible, fuel? The revelation to produce and store
food may be as essential to our temporal welfare
today as boarding the ark was to the people in the
days of Noah.

Also, are you living within your income and saving
a little?

Are you honest with the Lord in the payment of
your tithes? Living this divine law will bring both
spiritual and material blessings.

Yes, brethren, as fathers in Israel you have a great
responsibility to provide for the material needs of
your family and to have the necessary provisions in
case of emergency.

Provide Spiritual Leadership

Second, you have a sacred responsibility to provide
spiritual leadership in your family.

In a pamphlet published some years ago by the
Council of the Twelve, we said the following:
“Fatherhood is leadership, the most important kind
of leadership. It has always been so; it always will
be so. Father, with the assistance and counsel and
encouragement of your eternal companion, you
preside in the home” (Father, Consider Your Ways
[pamphlet, 1973], pp. 4–5).

However, along with that presiding position come
important obligations. We sometimes hear accounts
of men, even in the Church, who think that being
head of the home somehow puts them in a superior
role and allows them to dictate and make demands
upon their family.

The Apostle Paul points out that “the husband is
the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of
the church” (Ephesians 5:23; italics added). That is
the model we are to follow in our role of presiding
in the home. We do not find the Savior leading the
Church with a harsh or unkind hand. We do not
find the Savior treating His Church with disrespect
or neglect. We do not find the Savior using force or
coercion to accomplish His purposes. Nowhere do
we find the Savior doing anything but that which
edifies, uplifts, comforts, and exalts the Church.
Brethren, I say to you with all soberness, He is the
model we must follow as we take the spiritual lead
in our families.

Particularly is this true in your relationship with
your wife.

Love Your Wives

Here again the counsel from the Apostle Paul is most
beautiful and to the point. He said simply, “Husbands,
love your wives, even as Christ also loved the
church” (Ephesians 5:25).

In latter-day revelation the Lord speaks again of this
obligation. He said, “Thou shalt love thy wife with all
thy heart, and shalt cleave unto her and none else”
(D&C 42:22). To my knowledge there is only one
other thing in all scripture that we are commanded
to love with all our hearts, and that is God Himself.
Think what that means!

This kind of love can be shown for your wives in so
many ways. First and foremost, nothing except God
Himself takes priority over your wife in your life—
not work, not recreation, not hobbies. Your wife is
your precious, eternal helpmate—your companion.
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What does it mean to love someone with all your
heart? It means to love with all your emotional
feelings and with all your devotion. Surely when
you love your wife with all your heart, you cannot
demean her, criticize her, find fault with her, or
abuse her by words, sullen behavior, or actions.

What does it mean to “cleave unto her”? It means
to stay close to her, to be loyal and faithful to her,
to communicate with her, and to express your love
for her.

Love means being sensitive to her feelings and needs.
She wants to be noticed and treasured. She wants to
be told that you view her as lovely and attractive and
important to you. Love means putting her welfare
and self-esteem as a high priority in your life.

You should be grateful that she is the mother of your
children and the queen of your home, grateful that
she has chosen homemaking and motherhood—to
bear, to nourish, to love, and to train your
children—as the noblest calling of all.

Husbands, recognize your wife’s intelligence and her
ability to counsel with you as a real partner regarding
family plans, family activities, and family budgeting.
Don’t be stingy with your time or with your means.

Give her the opportunity to grow intellectually,
emotionally, and socially as well as spiritually.

Remember, brethren, love can be nurtured and
nourished by little tokens. Flowers on special
occasions are wonderful, but so is your willingness
to help with the dishes, change diapers, get up with
a crying child in the night, and leave the television
or the newspaper to help with the dinner. Those are
the quiet ways we say “I love you” with our actions.
They bring rich dividends for such little effort.

This kind of loving priesthood leadership applies to
your children as well as to your wife.

A Father’s Role in the Home

Mothers play an important role as the heart of the
home, but this in no way lessens the equally impor-
tant role fathers should play, as head of the home,
in nurturing, training, and loving their children.

As the patriarch in your home, you have a serious
responsibility to assume leadership in working with
your children. You must help create a home where
the Spirit of the Lord can abide. Your place is to give
direction to all family life. You should take an active
part in establishing family rules and discipline.

Your homes should be havens of peace and joy for
your family. Surely no child should fear his own
father—especially a priesthood father. A father’s
duty is to make his home a place of happiness and
joy. He cannot do this when there is bickering,
quarreling, contention, or unrighteous behavior. The
powerful effect of righteous fathers in setting an
example, disciplining and training, nurturing and
loving is vital to the spiritual welfare of his children.

Give Spiritual Leadership

With love in my heart for the fathers in Israel, may
I suggest ten specific ways that fathers can give
spiritual leadership to their children:

1. Give father’s blessings to your children. Baptize
and confirm your children. Ordain your sons to
the priesthood. These will become spiritual
highlights in the lives of your children.

2. Personally direct family prayers, daily scripture
reading, and weekly family home evenings. Your
personal involvement will show your children
how important these activities really are.

3. Whenever possible, attend Church meetings
together as a family. Family worship under your
leadership is vital to your children’s spiritual
welfare.

4. Go on daddy-daughter dates and father-and-sons’
outings with your children. As a family, go on
campouts and picnics, to ball games and recitals,
to school programs, and so forth. Having Dad
there makes all the difference.

5. Build traditions of family vacations and trips and
outings. These memories will never be forgotten
by your children.

6. Have regular one-on-one visits with your children.
Let them talk about what they would like to.
Teach them gospel principles. Teach them true
values. Tell them you love them. Personal time
with your children tells them where Dad puts
his priorities.

7. Teach your children to work, and show them 
the value of working toward a worthy goal.
Establishing mission funds and education funds
for your children shows them what Dad considers
to be important.

8. Encourage good music and art and literature in
your homes. Homes that have a spirit of
refinement and beauty will bless the lives of
your children forever.
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9. As distances allow, regularly attend the temple
with your wife. Your children will then better
understand the importance of temple marriage
and temple vows and the eternal family unit.

10. Have your children see your joy and satisfaction
in service to the Church. This can become
contagious to them, so they, too, will want to
serve in the Church and will love the kingdom.

Your Most Important Calling

Oh, husbands and fathers in Israel, you can do so
much for the salvation and exaltation of your
families! Your responsibilities are so important.

Remember your sacred calling as a father in Israel—
your most important calling in time and eternity—a
calling from which you will never be released.

May you always provide for the material needs of
your family and, with your eternal companion at
your side, may you fulfill your sacred responsibility
to provide the spiritual leadership in your home.

To this end I pray, in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

BEING A RIGHTEOUS 
HUSBAND AND FATHER

President Howard W. Hunter

President of the Church

In Conference Report, 
Oct. 1994, 66–70; 
or Ensign, Nov. 1994, 
49–51

My dear brethren of the priesthood, I consider it 
a privilege to meet with you this evening in this
general priesthood meeting. The priesthood is the
greatest brotherhood on the earth. I feel great strength
in seeing your faithfulness and feeling your love
and sustaining vote. We are particularly grateful to
have so many of our Aaronic Priesthood brethren
here with their fathers or advisers.

Marriage Is a Sacred Privilege and
Obligation

The subject of my address this evening will be more
particularly directed to the husbands and fathers.
All of you who hold the Aaronic Priesthood will
soon arrive at the years of marriage and fatherhood.

Therefore, what I say tonight has application to all
present.

I wish to speak of the relationship that a man
holding the priesthood should have with his wife
and children. With a knowledge of the plan of
salvation as a foundation, a man who holds the
priesthood looks upon marriage as a sacred privilege
and obligation. It is not good for man nor for woman
to be alone. Man is not complete without woman.
Neither can fill the measure of their creation without
the other (see 1 Corinthians 11:11; Moses 3:18).
Marriage between a man and a woman is ordained
of God (see D&C 49:15–17). Only through the new
and everlasting covenant of marriage can they
realize the fulness of eternal blessings (see D&C
131:1–4; 132:15–19). As a matter of priesthood
responsibility, a man, under normal circumstances,
should not unduly postpone marriage. Brethren,
the Lord has spoken plainly on this matter. It is
your sacred and solemn responsibility to follow his
counsel and the words of his prophets.

The prophets of the past have spoken also of those
who may not have opportunity to marry in this
life. President Lorenzo Snow said:

“There is no Latter-day Saint who dies after having
lived a faithful life who will lose anything because of
having failed to do certain things when opportunities
were not furnished him or her. In other words, if a
young man or a young woman has no opportunity
of getting married, and they live faithful lives up to
the time of their death, they will have all the
blessings, exaltation, and glory that any man or
woman will have who had this opportunity and
improved it. That is sure and positive” (The Teachings
of Lorenzo Snow, comp. Clyde J. Williams [Salt Lake
City: Bookcraft, 1984], p. 138).

I believe President Snow’s statement to be true.

Show Perfect Moral Fidelity

A man who holds the priesthood shows perfect moral
fidelity to his wife and gives her no reason to doubt
his faithfulness. A husband is to love his wife with all
his heart and cleave unto her and none else (see D&C
42:22–26). President Spencer W. Kimball explained:

“The words none else eliminate everyone and
everything. The spouse then becomes pre-eminent
in the life of the husband or wife and neither social
life nor occupational life nor political life nor any
other interest nor person nor thing shall ever take

E T E R N A L M A R R I A G E S T U D E N T M A N U A L

M E N ’ S D I V I N E R O L E S A N D R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S206



precedence over the companion spouse” (The Miracle
of Forgiveness [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1969], p. 250).

The Lord forbids and his church condemns any and
every intimate relationship outside of marriage.
Infidelity on the part of a man breaks the heart of
his wife and loses her confidence and the confidence
of his children (see Jacob 2:35).

Be faithful in your marriage covenants in thought,
word, and deed. Pornography, flirtations, and
unwholesome fantasies erode one’s character and
strike at the foundation of a happy
marriage. Unity and trust within a
marriage are thereby destroyed. One
who does not control his thoughts and
thus commits adultery in his heart, if
he does not repent, shall not have the
Spirit but shall deny the faith and shall
fear (see D&C 42:23; 63:16).

Show Reverence for Motherhood

A man who holds the priesthood has reverence for
motherhood. Mothers are given a sacred privilege to
“bear the souls of men; for herein is the work of
[the] Father continued, that he may be glorified”
(D&C 132:63).

The First Presidency has said: “Motherhood is near to
divinity. It is the highest, holiest service to be assumed
by mankind” (in James R. Clark, comp., Messages of
the First Presidency of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, 6 vols. [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft,
1965–75], 6:178). The priesthood cannot work out
its destiny, nor can God’s purposes be fulfilled,
without our helpmates. Mothers perform a labor the
priesthood cannot do. For this gift of life, the priest-
hood should have love unbounded for the mothers
of their children.

Honor your wife’s unique and divinely appointed
role as a mother in Israel and her special capacity 
to bear and nurture children. We are under divine
commandment to multiply and replenish the earth
and to bring up our children and grandchildren in
light and truth (see Moses 2:28; D&C 93:40). You
share, as a loving partner, the care of the children.
Help her to manage and keep up your home. Help
teach, train, and discipline your children.

You should express regularly to your wife and
children your reverence and respect for her. Indeed,
one of the greatest things a father can do for his
children is to love their mother.

Regard the Family as Most Important

A man who holds the priesthood regards the family as
ordained of God. Your leadership of the family is your
most important and sacred responsibility. The family
is the most important unit in time and in eternity
and, as such, transcends every other interest in life.

We reiterate what was stated by President David O.
McKay: “No other success [in life] can compensate
for failure in the home” (quoting J. E. McCulloch,

Home: the Savior of Civilization, p. 42;
in Conference Report, Apr. 1935,
p. 116) and President Harold B. Lee:
“The most important of the Lord’s
work you and I will ever do will be
within the walls of our own homes”
(Stand Ye in Holy Places [Salt Lake City:
Deseret Book Co., 1974], p. 255).

Effective family leadership, brethren, requires both
quantity and quality time. The teaching and
governance of the family must not be left to your
wife alone, to society, to school, or even to the
Church.

Accept Wife as an Equal Partner

A man who holds the priesthood accepts his wife as
a partner in the leadership of the home and family
with full knowledge of and full participation in all
decisions relating thereto. Of necessity there must
be in the Church and in the home a presiding officer
(see D&C 107:21). By divine appointment, the
responsibility to preside in the home rests upon the
priesthood holder (see Moses 4:22). The Lord intended
that the wife be a helpmeet for man (meet means
equal)—that is, a companion equal and necessary 
in full partnership. Presiding in righteousness
necessitates a shared responsibility between husband
and wife; together you act with knowledge and
participation in all family matters. For a man to
operate independently of or without regard to the
feelings and counsel of his wife in governing the
family is to exercise unrighteous dominion.

Be Tender in the Intimate Relationship

Keep yourselves above any domineering or unworthy
behavior in the tender, intimate relationship between
husband and wife. Because marriage is ordained of
God, the intimate relationship between husbands and
wives is good and honorable in the eyes of God. He
has commanded that they be one flesh and that they
multiply and replenish the earth (see Moses 2:28; 3:24).
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You are to love your wife as Christ loved the Church
and gave himself for it (see Ephesians 5:25–31).

Tenderness and respect—never selfishness—must be
the guiding principles in the intimate relationship
between husband and wife. Each partner must be
considerate and sensitive to the other’s needs and
desires. Any domineering, indecent, or uncontrolled
behavior in the intimate relationship between
husband and wife is condemned by the Lord.

Be Loving, Not Abusive

Any man who abuses or demeans his wife physically
or spiritually is guilty of grievous sin and in need of
sincere and serious repentance. Differences should be
worked out in love and kindness and with a spirit
of mutual reconciliation. A man should always speak
to his wife lovingly and kindly, treating her with
the utmost respect. Marriage is like a tender flower,
brethren, and must be nourished constantly with
expressions of love and affection.

You who hold the priesthood must not be abusive
in your relationship with children. Seek always to
employ the principles of priesthood government set
forth in the revelations (see D&C 93:40; 121:34–36,
41–45).

President George Albert Smith wisely counseled:
“We should not lose our tempers and abuse one
another. . . . Nobody ever abused anybody else when
he had the spirit of the Lord. It is always when we
have some other spirit” (in Conference Report, Oct.
1950, p. 8).

No man who has been ordained to the priesthood
of God can with impunity abuse his wife or child.
Sexual abuse of children has long been a cause for
excommunication from the Church.

We encourage you, brethren, to remember that
priesthood is a righteous authority only. Earn the
respect and confidence of your children through your
loving relationship with them. A righteous father
protects his children with his time and presence 
in their social, educational, and spiritual activities
and responsibilities. Tender expressions of love 
and affection toward children are as much the
responsibility of the father as the mother. Tell your
children you love them.

Provide Temporal Support

You who hold the priesthood have the responsibility,
unless disabled, to provide temporal support for

your wife and children. No man can shift the
burden of responsibility to another, not even to his
wife. The Lord has commanded that women and
children have claim on their husbands and fathers
for their maintenance (see D&C 83; 1 Timothy 5:8).
President Ezra Taft Benson has stated that when a
husband encourages or insists that his wife work
out of the home for their convenience, “not only
will the family suffer in such instances, . . . but [his]
own spiritual growth and progression will be
hampered” (in Conference Report, Oct. 1987, pp.
60–61; or Ensign, Nov. 1987, p. 49).

We urge you to do all in your power to allow your
wife to remain in the home, caring for the children
while you provide for the family the best you can.
We further emphasize that men who abandon their
family and fail to meet their responsibility to care
for those they have fathered may find their eligibility
for a temple recommend and their standing in the
Church in jeopardy. In cases of divorce or separation,
men must demonstrate that they are meeting
family support payments mandated by law and
obligated by the principles of the Church in order
to qualify for the blessings of the Lord.

Lead Family in Church Participation

A man who holds the priesthood leads his family in
Church participation so they will know the gospel
and be under the protection of the covenants and
ordinances. If you are to enjoy the blessings of the
Lord, you must set your own homes in order.
Together with your wife, you determine the spiritual
climate of your home. Your first obligation is to get
your own spiritual life in order through regular
scriptural study and daily prayer. Secure and honor
your priesthood and temple covenants; encourage
your family to do the same.

Teach the Gospel to Family Members

Take seriously your responsibility to teach the
gospel to your family through regular family home
evening, family prayer, devotional and scripture
reading time, and other teaching moments. Give
special emphasis to preparation for missionary service
and temple marriage. As patriarch in the home,
exercise your priesthood through performing the
appropriate ordinances for your family and by giving
blessings to your wife and children. Next to your own
salvation, brethren, there is nothing so important
to you as the salvation of your wife and children.
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Brethren, I have spoken plainly to you regarding
your responsibility as holders of the holy priesthood.
If there are areas in your life where improvement
may be needed, I encourage you to make this 
a matter of prayerful consideration.

I testify that this is what the Lord would have the
brethren of the priesthood receive at this time. 
May you be blessed in your efforts to be righteous
husbands and fathers, I pray as I bear solemn witness
of the truthfulness of that which has been spoken
this evening and do so in the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ, amen.

LIVING WORTHY OF THE 
GIRL YOU WILL SOMEDAY MARRY

President Gordon B. Hinckley

President of the Church

In Conference Report, 
Apr. 1998, 66–69; 
or Ensign, May 1998, 
49–51

A week ago President [James E.] Faust and the
Young Women general presidency spoke to the
young women of the Church in this Tabernacle.

As I looked at that gathering of beautiful young
women, the question moved through my mind,

“Are we rearing a generation of young men worthy
of them?”

Those girls are so fresh and vibrant. They are
beautiful. They are bright. They are able. They are
faithful. They are virtuous. They are true. They are
simply wonderful and delightful young women.

And so tonight, in this great priesthood meeting, I
wish to speak to you young men, their counterpart.
The title of my talk: “Living Worthy of the Girl You
Will Someday Marry.”

The girl you marry will take a terrible chance on you.
She will give her all to the young man she marries.
He will largely determine the remainder of her life.
She will even surrender her name to his name.

As Adam declared in the Garden of Eden:

“This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my
flesh. . . .

“Therefore shall a man leave his father and his
mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they
shall be one flesh” (Genesis 2:23–24).

As members of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, as young men holding the
priesthood of God, you have a tremendous
obligation toward the girl you marry. Perhaps you
are not thinking much of that now. But the time
isn’t far away when you will think of it, and now is
the time to prepare for that most important day of
your lives when you take unto yourself a wife and
companion equal with you before the Lord.

Be Absolutely Loyal

That obligation begins with absolute loyalty. As 
the old Church of England ceremony says, you will
marry her “for richer or for poorer, in sickness and
in health, for better or for worse.” She will be yours
and yours alone, regardless of the circumstances of
your lives. You will be hers and hers alone. There
can be eyes for none other. There must be absolute
loyalty, undeviating loyalty one to another.
Hopefully you will marry her forever, in the house
of the Lord, under the authority of the everlasting
priesthood. Through all the days of your lives, you
must be as true one to another as the polar star.

Be a Young Man of Virtue

The girl you marry can expect you to come to the
marriage altar absolutely clean. She can expect you
to be a young man of virtue in thought and word
and deed.

I plead with you boys tonight to keep yourselves
free from the stains of the world. You must not
indulge in sleazy talk at school. You must not tell
sultry jokes. You must not fool around with the
Internet to find pornographic material. You must
not dial a long-distance telephone number to listen
to filth. You must not rent videos with pornography
of any kind. This salacious stuff simply is not for
you. Stay away from pornography as you would
avoid a serious disease. It is as destructive. It can
become habitual, and those who indulge in it get 
so they cannot leave it alone. It is addictive.

It is a five-billion-dollar business for those who
produce it. They make it as titillating and attractive
as they know how. It seduces and destroys its victims.
It is everywhere. It is all about us. I plead with you
young men not to get involved in its use. You simply
cannot afford to.
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The girl you marry is worthy of a husband whose
life has not been tainted by this ugly and corrosive
material.

Live the Word of Wisdom

Look upon the Word of Wisdom as more than 
a commonplace thing. I regard it as the most
remarkable document on health of which I know. 
It came to the Prophet Joseph Smith in 1833, when
relatively little was known of dietary matters. Now
the greater the scientific research, the more certain
becomes the proof of Word of Wisdom principles.
The evidence against tobacco is now overwhelming,
yet we see a tremendous increase in its use by
young men and women. The evidence against
liquor is just as great.

To me it is an ironic thing that service stations offer
beer sales. An individual can get as drunk on beer
and be as dangerous on the road as he can on any
other alcoholic substance. It is simply a matter of
how much he drinks. How absolutely inconsistent
it is for a service station, where you get gas so you
can drive, to also sell beer that can cause you to
drive “under the influence” and become a terrible
menace on the highway.

Stay away from it. It will do you no good. It could
do you irreparable harm. Suppose you drink and
drive and cause the death of someone. You will
never get over it as long as you live. It will haunt
you night and day. The one simple thing to do is
simply to not touch it.

Likewise, stay away from illegal drugs. They can
absolutely destroy you. They will take away your
powers of reason. They will enslave you in a vicious
and terrible way. They will destroy your mind and
your body. They will build within you such cravings
that you will do anything to satisfy them.

Would any girl in her right mind ever wish to marry
a young man who has a drug habit, who is the
slave of alcohol, who is addicted to pornography?

Avoid Profanity

Avoid profanity. It is all around you in school.
Young people seem to pride themselves on using
filthy and obscene language as well as indulging in
profanity, taking the name of our Lord in vain. It
becomes a vicious habit which, if indulged in while
you are young, will find expression throughout

your life. Who would wish to be married to a man
whose speech is laden with filth and profanity?

Learn Now to Control Your Temper

There is another serious thing to which many young
men become addicted. This is anger. With the least
provocation they explode into tantrums of
uncontrolled rage. It is pitiful to see someone so weak.
But even worse, they are prone to lose all sense of
reason and do things which bring later regret.

We hear much these days of the phenomenon called
road rage. Drivers become provoked over some
small irritation. They fly into a rage, even resulting
in murder. A life of regret follows.

As the writer of Proverbs has said, “He that is slow
to anger is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth
his spirit than he that taketh a city” (Proverbs 16:32).

If you have a temper, now is the time to learn to
control it. The more you do so while you are young,
the more easily it will happen. Let no member of
this Church ever lose control of himself in such an
unnecessary and vicious manner. Let him bring to
his marriage words of peace and composure.

I constantly deal with those cases of members of the
Church who have been married in the temple and
who later divorce and then apply for a cancellation
of their temple sealing. When first married, they are
full of great expectations, with a wonderful spirit 
of happiness. But the flower of love fades in an
atmosphere of criticism and carping, of mean words
and uncontrolled anger. Love flies out the window
as contention enters. I repeat, my brethren, if any
of you young men have trouble controlling your
temper, I plead with you to begin the work of
making that correction now. Otherwise you will
bring only tears and sorrow into the homes which
you will someday establish. Jacob, in the Book of
Mormon, condemns his people for their wickedness
in marriage. Says he: “Behold, ye have done greater
iniquities than the Lamanites, our brethren. Ye have
broken the hearts of your tender wives, and lost the
confidence of your children, because of your bad
examples before them; and the sobbings of their
hearts ascend up to God against you. And because
of the strictness of the word of God, which cometh
down against you, many hearts died, pierced with
deep wounds” (Jacob 2:35).
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Work for an Education

Work for an education. Get all the training that you
can. The world will largely pay you what it thinks
you are worth. Paul did not mince words when he
wrote to Timothy, “But if any provide not for his
own, and specially for those of his own house, he
hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel”
(1 Timothy 5:8).

It is your primary obligation to provide for your
family.

Your wife will be fortunate indeed if she does not
have to go out and compete in the marketplace. She
will be twice blessed if she is able to
remain at home while you become the
breadwinner of the family.

Education is the key to economic
opportunity. The Lord has laid a
mandate upon us as a people to acquire
learning “by study, and also by faith” (D&C 109:14).
It is likely that you will be a better provider if your
mind and hands are trained to do something
worthwhile in the society of which you will become
a part.

Be Modest in Your Wants

Be modest in your wants. You do not need a big
home with a big mortgage as you begin your lives
together. You can and should avoid overwhelming
debt. There is nothing that will cause greater tensions
in marriage than grinding debt, which will make of
you a slave to your creditors. You may have to
borrow money to begin ownership of a home. But
do not let it be so costly that it will preoccupy your
thoughts day and night.

When I was married, my wise father said to me,
“Get a modest home and pay off the mortgage so
that if economic storms should come, your wife
and children will have a roof over their heads.”

The girl who marries you will not wish to be married
to a tightwad. Neither will she wish to be married
to a spendthrift. She is entitled to know all about
family finances. She will be your partner. Unless
there is full and complete understanding between
you and your wife on these matters, there likely will
come misunderstandings and suspicions that will
cause trouble that can lead to greater problems.

Go on a Mission and Be Married in the
Temple

She will wish to be married to someone who loves
her, who trusts her, who walks beside her, who is
her very best friend and companion. She will wish
to be married to someone who encourages her in
her Church activity and in community activities
which will help her to develop her talents and
make a greater contribution to society. She will
want to be married to someone who has a sense of
service to others, who is disposed to contribute to
the Church and to other good causes. She will wish

to be married to someone who loves
the Lord and seeks to do His will. It is
well, therefore, that each of you young
men plan to go on a mission, to give
unselfishly to your Father in Heaven 
a tithe of your life, to go forth with a
spirit of total unselfishness to preach

the gospel of peace to the world wherever you may
be sent. If you are a good missionary, you will
return home with the desire to continue to serve
the Lord, to keep His commandments, and to do
His will. Such behavior will add immeasurably to
the happiness of your marriage.

As I have said, you will wish to be married in one
place and one place only. That is the house of the
Lord. You cannot give to your companion a greater
gift than that of marriage in God’s holy house,
under the protective wing of the sealing covenant
of eternal marriage. There is no adequate substitute
for it. There should be no other way for you.

Prepare to Become a Righteous Father

Choose carefully and wisely. The girl you marry will
be yours forever. You will love her and she will love
you through thick and thin, through sunshine and
storm. She will become the mother of your children.
What greater thing in all this world can there be
than to become the father of a precious child, a son
or daughter of God, our Father in Heaven, for whom
we are given the rights and responsibilities of
mortal stewardship.

How precious a thing is a baby. How wonderful a
thing is a child. What a marvelous thing is a family.
Live worthy of becoming a father of whom your
wife and children will be proud.

The Lord has ordained that we should marry, that
we shall live together in love and peace and harmony,
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that we shall have children and rear them in His
holy ways.

And so, my dear young men, you may not think
seriously about it now. But the time will come when
you will fall in love. It will occupy all of your thoughts
and be the stuff of which your dreams are made.
Make yourself worthy of the loveliest girl in all the
world. Keep yourself worthy through all the days of
your life. Be good and true and kind one to another.
There is so much of bitterness in the world. There 
is so much of pain and sorrow that come of angry
words. There is so much of tears that follow disloyalty.
But there can be so much of happiness if there is an
effort to please and an overwhelming desire to
make comfortable and happy one’s companion.

When all is said and done, this is what the gospel is
about. The family is a creation of God. It is the basic
creation. The way to strengthen the nation is to
strengthen the homes of the people.

I am satisfied that if we would look for the virtues in
one another and not the vices, there would be much
more of happiness in the homes of our people. There
would be far less of divorce, much less of infidelity,
much less of anger and rancor and quarreling. There
would be more of forgiveness, more of love, more
of peace, more of happiness. This is as the Lord
would have it.

Now Is the Time to Prepare for the Future

Young men, now is the time to prepare for the future.
And in that future for most of you is a beautiful
young woman whose greatest desire is to bond with
you in a relationship that is eternal and everlasting.

You will know no greater happiness than that found
in your home. You will have no more serious
obligation than that which you face in your home.
The truest mark of your success in life will be the
quality of your marriage.

God bless you, my dear young men. I could wish
for you nothing more wonderful than the love, the
absolute total love of a companion of whom you
are proud and worthy in every respect.
This choice will be the most important
of all the choices you make in your
life. I pray that heaven may smile
upon you in the choice you make, that
you may be guided, that you may live
without regret, in the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.

OUR SACRED DUTY 
TO HONOR WOMEN

Elder Russell M. Nelson

Of the Quorum 
of the Twelve Apostles

In Conference Report, 
Apr. 1999, 50–53; 
or Ensign, May 1999, 
38–40

It is a joy to be with you tonight, brethren, and
wonderful to see so many young men with their
fathers. We are assembled because of our desire to
hearken to the leaders of the Church. But this
congregation is unique. I don’t see any mothers.
Not one of us could be here without a mother, yet
we are all here—without our mothers.

Tonight I am attending with a son, sons-in-law, and
grandsons. Where are their mothers? Gathered in
the kitchen of our home! What are they doing?
Making large batches of homemade doughnuts!
And when we return home, we will feast on those
doughnuts. While we enjoy them, these mothers,
sisters, and daughters will listen intently as each of
us speaks of things he learned here tonight. It’s a
nice family tradition, symbolic of the fact that
everything we learn and do as priesthood bearers
should bless our families.1

Let us speak about our worthy and wonderful sisters,
particularly our mothers, and consider our sacred
duty to honor them.

A Young Man’s Sin Dishonors His Mother

When I was a young university student, one of my
classmates urgently pleaded with a group of us—his
Latter-day Saint friends—to donate blood for his
mother, who was bleeding profusely. We went directly
to the hospital to have our blood typed and tested.
I’ll never forget our shock when told that one of the
prospective donors was unfit because of a positive
blood test for a venereal disease. That infected blood

was his own! Fortunately, his mother
survived, but I’ll never forget his
lingering sorrow. He bore the burden
of knowing that his personal
immorality had disqualified him from
giving needed aid to his mother, and
he had added to her grief. I learned a
great lesson: if one dishonors the
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commandments of God, one
dishonors mother, and if one
dishonors mother, one dishonors the
commandments of God.2

Honor Motherhood

During my professional career as a
doctor of medicine, I was occasionally
asked why I chose to do that difficult
work. I responded with my opinion
that the highest and noblest work in
this life is that of a mother. Since that option was
not available to me, I thought that caring for the sick
might come close. I tried to care for my patients as
compassionately and competently as Mother cared
for me.

Many years ago the First Presidency issued a
statement that has had a profound and lasting
influence upon me. “Motherhood,” they wrote, “is
near to divinity. It is the highest, holiest service to
be assumed by mankind. It places her who honors
its holy calling and service next to the angels.”3

Because mothers are essential to God’s great plan 
of happiness, their sacred work is opposed by Satan,
who would destroy the family and demean the
worth of women.

You young men need to know that you can hardly
achieve your highest potential without the influence
of good women, particularly your mother and, in 
a few years, a good wife. Learn now to show respect
and gratitude. Remember that your mother is your
mother. She should not need to issue orders. Her wish,
her hope, her hint should provide direction that
you would honor. Thank her and express your love
for her. And if she is struggling to rear you without
your father, you have a double duty to honor her.

A Mother’s Letter Saves Her Child

The influence of your mother will bless you throughout
life, especially when you serve as a missionary. Long
years ago, Elder Frank Croft was serving in the state of
Alabama. While preaching to the people, he was
forcefully abducted by a vicious gang, to be whipped
and lashed across his bare back. Elder Croft was ordered
to remove his coat and shirt before he was tied to a tree.
As he did so, a letter he had recently received from his
mother fell to the ground. The vile leader of the gang
picked up the letter. Elder Croft closed his eyes and
uttered a silent prayer. The attacker read the letter from
Elder Croft’s mother. From a copy of that letter, I quote:

“My beloved son, . . . remember the
words of the Savior when He said, . . .
‘Blessed are ye when men shall revile
you and persecute you and say all
manner of evil against you falsely for
my name’s sake. Rejoice and be
exceedingly glad for you will have
your reward in Heaven for so
persecuted they the prophets which
were before you.’ Also remember the
Savior upon the cross suffering from

the sins of the world when He had uttered these
immortal words, ‘Father forgive them, for they
know not what they do.’ Surely, my boy, they who
are mistreating you . . . know not what they do or
they would not do it. Sometime, somewhere, they
will understand and then they will regret their
action and they will honor you for the glorious
work you are doing. So be patient, my son, love
those who mistreat you and say all manner of evil
against you and the Lord will bless you and
magnify you. . . . Remember also, my son, that day
and night, your mother is praying for you.”

Elder Croft watched the hateful man as he studied
the letter. He would read a line or two, then sit and
ponder. He arose to approach his captive. The man
said: “Feller, you must have a wonderful mother.
You see, I once had one, too.” Then addressing the
mob, he said: “Men, after reading this Mormon’s
mother’s letter, I just can’t go ahead with the job.
Maybe we had better let him go.” Elder Croft was
released without harm.4

We are deeply grateful for the faithful mothers and
fathers of our wonderful missionaries. The love they
bear for their children is sublime.

Honor Your Sisters

We who bear the holy priesthood have a sacred duty
to honor our sisters. We are old enough and wise
enough to know that teasing is wrong. We respect
sisters—not only in our immediate families but all the
wonderful sisters in our lives. As daughters of God,
their potential is divine. Without them, eternal life
would be impossible. Our high regard for them should
spring from our love of God and from an awareness
of their lofty purpose in His great eternal plan.

Hence, I warn against pornography. It is degrading
of women. It is evil. It is infectious, destructive, and
addictive. The body has means by which it can
cleanse itself from harmful effects of contaminated
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food or drink. But it cannot vomit back
the poison of pornography. Once
recorded, it always remains subject to
recall, flashing its perverted images
across your mind, with power to draw
you away from the wholesome things
in life. Avoid it like the plague!

Honor Your Wife

To you who are not yet married, think about your
future marriage. Choose your companion well.
Remember the scriptures that teach the importance
of marriage in the temple:

“In the celestial glory there are three heavens or
degrees;

“And in order to obtain the highest, a man must
enter into this order of the priesthood [meaning the
new and everlasting covenant of marriage];

“And if he does not, he cannot obtain it.”5

The highest ordinances in the house of the Lord 
are received by husband and wife together and
equally—or not at all!

In retrospect, I see that the most important day of
my life was the day when my sweetheart, Dantzel,
and I were married in the holy temple. Without her
I could not have the highest and most enduring
blessings of the priesthood. Without her I would not
be the father to our wonderful children or grandfather
to our precious grandchildren.

As fathers we should have love unbounded for the
mothers of our children. We should accord to them
the gratitude, respect, and praise that they deserve.
Husbands, to keep alive the spirit of romance in your
marriage, be considerate and kind in the tender
intimacies of your married life. Let your thoughts
and actions inspire confidence and trust. Let your
words be wholesome and your time together be
uplifting. Let nothing in life take priority over your
wife—neither work, recreation, nor hobby.

An ideal marriage is a true partnership between two
imperfect people, each striving to complement the
other, to keep the commandments, and to do the
will of the Lord.

The Family Is Ordained of God

The family is the most important unit of society
and of the Church. The family is ordained of God.
It is central to His plan for the eternal destiny of
His children.6 “God has established families to bring
happiness to his children, to allow them to learn

correct principles in a loving
atmosphere, and to prepare them for
eternal life.”7

Fathers Preside over the Family
in Love

Parents have the primary responsibility
for the welfare of their children.8 The

Church does not replace that parental responsi-
bility. Ideally, the Latter-day Saint family is presided
over by a worthy man who holds the priesthood.
This patriarchal authority has been honored among
the people of God in all dispensations. It is of
divine origin, and that union, if sealed by proper
authority, will continue throughout eternity. He
who is the Father of us all and the source of this
authority demands that governance in the home be
in love and righteousness.9

You fathers can help with the dishes, care for a crying
baby, and change a diaper. And perhaps some
Sunday you could get the children ready for Church,
and your wife could sit in the car and honk.

“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved
the church, and gave himself for it.”10 With that kind
of love, brethren, we will be better husbands and
fathers, more loving and spiritual leaders. Happiness
at home is most likely to be achieved when practices
there are founded upon the teachings of Jesus
Christ.11 Ours is the responsibility to ensure that we
have family prayer, scripture study, and family
home evening. Ours is the responsibility to prepare
our children to receive the ordinances of salvation
and exaltation and the blessings promised to tithe
payers. Ours is the privilege to bestow priesthood
blessings of healing, comfort, and direction.

The home is the great laboratory of love. There the
raw chemicals of selfishness and greed are melded
in the crucible of cooperation to yield compassionate
concern and love one for another.12

Express Love to Your Wife, Mother, Sisters

Honor the special sisters in your lives, brethren.
Express your love to your wife, to your mother, and to
the sisters. Praise them for their forbearance with you
even when you are not at your best. Thank the Lord
for these sisters who—like our Heavenly Father—love
us not only for what we are but for what we may
become. Humbly I thank God for my mother, my
sisters, my daughters, granddaughters, and for my
special sweetheart, companion, and friend—my wife!
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We who bear the
holy priesthood
have a sacred 
duty to honor 

our sisters.



May God bless us to honor each virtuous woman 
I pray in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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Gratitude to God the Father

On this Easter weekend I wish to thank not only the
resurrected Lord Jesus Christ but also His true Father,
our spiritual Father and God, who, by accepting the 

sacrifice of His firstborn, perfect Son, blessed all 
of His children in those hours of atonement and
redemption. Never more than at Easter time is there
so much meaning in that declaration from the book
of John which praises the Father as well as the Son:
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.”1

I am a father, inadequate to be sure, but I cannot
comprehend the burden it must have been for God
in His heaven to witness the deep suffering and
Crucifixion of His Beloved Son in such a manner.
His every impulse and instinct must have been to
stop it, to send angels to intervene—but He did not
intervene. He endured what He saw because it was
the only way that a saving, vicarious payment could
be made for the sins of all His other children, from
Adam and Eve to the end of the world. I am eternally
grateful for a perfect Father and His perfect Son,
neither of whom shrank from the bitter cup nor
forsook the rest of us who are imperfect, who fall
short and stumble, who too often miss the mark.

Jesus’ Relationship with His Father

In considering such beauty of the “at-one-ment” in
that first Easter season, we are reminded that this
relationship between Christ and His Father is one 
of the sweetest and most moving themes running
through the Savior’s ministry. Jesus’ entire being,
His complete purpose and delight, were centered in
pleasing His Father and obeying His will. Of Him
He seemed always to be thinking; to Him He seemed
always to be praying. Unlike us, He needed no crisis,
no discouraging shift in events to direct His hopes
heavenward. He was already instinctively, longingly
looking that way.

In all His mortal ministry Christ seems never to
have had a single moment of vanity or self-interest.
When one young man tried to call Him “good,” He
deflected the compliment, saying only one was
deserving of such praise—His Father.

In the early days of His ministry He said humbly, 
“I can of mine own self do nothing: . . . I seek not
mine own will, but the will of the Father which
hath sent me.”2

Following His teachings, which stunned the audience
with their power and authority, He would say: “My
doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. . . . I am
not come of myself, but he that sent me is true.”3

Later he would say again, “I have not spoken of
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myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me 
a commandment, what I should say, and what I
should speak.”4

To those who wanted to see the Father, to hear from
God directly that Jesus was what He said He was,
He answered, “If ye had known me, ye should have
known my Father also. . . . He that hath seen me
hath seen the Father.”5 When Jesus wanted to
preserve unity among His disciples, He prayed using
the example of His own relationship with God:
“Holy Father, keep through thine own name those
whom thou hast given me, that they may be one,
as we are [one].”6

Even as He moved toward the Crucifixion, He
restrained His Apostles who would have intervened
by saying, “The cup which my Father hath given me,
shall I not drink it?”7 When that unspeakable ordeal
was finished, He uttered what must have been the
most peaceful and deserved words of His mortal
ministry. At the end of His agony, He whispered, “It
is finished. . . . Father, into thy hands I commend my
spirit.”8 Finally it was over. Finally He could go home.

I confess that I have reflected at length upon that
moment and the Resurrection, which was shortly to
follow it. I have wondered what that reunion must
have been like: the Father that loved this Son so
much, the Son that honored and revered His Father
in every word and deed. For two who were one as
these two were one, what must that embrace have
been like? What must that divine companionship
be yet? We can only wonder and admire. And we
can, on an Easter weekend, yearn to live worthily 
of some portion of that relationship ourselves.

Strengthen Relationships with Children

As a father, I wonder if I and all other fathers could
do more to build a sweeter, stronger relationship with
our sons and daughters here on earth. Dads, is it too
bold to hope that our children might have some
small portion of the feeling for us that the Divine
Son felt for His Father? Might we earn more of that
love by trying to be more of what God was to His
child? In any case, we do know that a young person’s
developing concept of God centers on characteristics
observed in that child’s earthly parents.9

Absence of Fathers Damages Children

For that reason and many others, I suppose no book
I have read in recent months has alarmed me more

than a work entitled Fatherless America. In this
study the author speaks of “fatherlessness” as “the
most harmful demographic trend of this generation,”
the leading cause of damage to children. It is, he is
convinced, the engine driving our most urgent social
problems, from poverty to crime to adolescent
pregnancy to child abuse to domestic violence.
Among the principal social issues of our time is 
the flight of fathers from their children’s lives.10

Of even greater concern than the physical absenteeism
of some fathers is the spiritually or emotionally
absent father. These are fatherly sins of omission that
are probably more destructive than sins of commis-
sion. Why are we not surprised that when 2,000
children of all ages and backgrounds were asked what
they appreciated most about their fathers, they
answered universally, “He spends time with me”?11

A young Laurel I met on a conference assignment
not long ago wrote to me after our visit and said, “I
wish my dad knew how much I need him spiritually
and emotionally. I crave any kind comment, any
warm personal gesture. I don’t think he knows how
much it would mean to me to have him take an
active interest in what is going on in my life, to
offer to give me a blessing, or just spend some time
together. I know he worries that he won’t do the
right thing or won’t say the words well. But just to
have him try would mean more than he could ever
know. I don’t want to sound ungrateful because I
know he loves me. He sent me a note once and
signed it ‘Love, Dad.’ I treasure that note. I hold it
among my dearest possessions.”12

Most Fathers Are Wonderful

Well, as with that young woman, I don’t want this
talk to sound ungrateful, nor is it meant to make
fathers feel they have fallen short. Most fathers are
wonderful. Most dads are terrific. I don’t know who
wrote these little storybook verses remembered
from my youth, but they go something like this:

Only a dad with a tired face,
Coming home from the daily race, . . .
Toiling and striving from day to day,
Facing whatever may come his way, . . .
Glad in his heart that his own rejoice
To see him come home and to hear his voice. . . .
Only a dad, but he gives his all,
[Smoothing] the way for his children small,
Doing with courage [so] stern and grim
The deeds that his father did for him.
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These are the lines that for him I pen:
Only a dad, but the best of men.13

Follow God’s Example of Fatherhood

And, brethren, even when we are not “the best of
men,” even in our limitations and inadequacy, we
can keep making our way in the right direction
because of the encouraging teachings
set forth by a Divine Father and
demonstrated by a Divine Son. With a
Heavenly Father’s help we can leave
more of a parental legacy than we
suppose.

One new father wrote: “Often as I
watch my son watch me, I am taken
back to moments with my own dad,
remembering how vividly I wanted to be just like
him. I remember having a plastic razor and my own
can of foaming cream, and each morning I would
shave when he shaved. I remember following his
footsteps back and forth across the grass as he
mowed the lawn in summer.

“Now I want my son to follow my lead, and yet it
terrifies me to know he probably will. Holding this
little boy in my arms, I feel a ‘heavenly homesickness,’
a longing to love the way God loves, to comfort the
way He comforts, to protect the way He protects.
The answer to all the fears of my youth was always
‘What would Dad do?’ Now that I have a child to
raise I am counting on a Heavenly Father to tell me
exactly that.”14

Influence of a Father’s Love

A friend from college days wrote to me recently,
saying: “Much in my chaotic childhood was
uncertain, but one thing I knew for sure: that my
dad loved me. That certainty was the anchor of my
young life. I came to know and love the Lord because
my father loved him. I have never called anyone 
a fool or taken the Lord’s name in vain because he
told me the Bible said I shouldn’t. I have always paid
my tithing because he taught me it was a privilege
to do so. I have always tried to take responsibility for
my mistakes because my father did. Even though he
was estranged from the Church for a [time], at the
end of his life he served a mission and worked
faithfully in the temple. In his will he said that any
money left over from taking care of his [family]
should go to the Church. He loved the Church with
all of his heart. And because of him, so do I.”15

Surely that must be the spiritual application of Lord
Byron’s couplet: “Yet in my lineaments they trace /
Some features of my father’s face.”16

Scriptural Examples of a Father’s Impact

At a vulnerable moment in young Nephi’s life, his
prophetic future was determined when he said, “I

did believe all the words which had
been spoken by my father.”17 At the
turning point of the prophet Enos’s
life, he said it was “the words which 
I had often heard my father speak”18

which prompted one of the great
revelations recorded in the Book of
Mormon. And sorrowing Alma the
Younger, when confronted by the

excruciating memory of his sins, “remembered also
to have heard [his] father prophesy . . . concerning
the coming of . . . Jesus Christ, a Son of God, to
atone for the sins of the world.”19 That brief memory,
that personal testimony offered by his father at a
time when the father may have felt nothing was
sinking in, not only saved the spiritual life of this,
his son, but changed forever the history of the Book
of Mormon people.

Of Abraham, the grand patriarch, God said, “I know
him. . . . He will command his children and his
household after him, and they shall keep the way
of the Lord.”20

I bear my witness this Easter weekend that “great
things [will] be required at the hand[s] of [the]
fathers,” as the Lord declared to the Prophet Joseph
Smith.21 Surely the greatest of those things will be
to have done all they could for the happiness and
spiritual safety of the children they are to nurture.

In that most burdensome moment of all human
history, with blood appearing at every pore and an
anguished cry upon His lips, Christ sought Him
whom He had always sought—His Father. “Abba,”
He cried, “Papa,” or from the lips of a younger
child, “Daddy.”22

This is such a personal moment it almost seems a
sacrilege to cite it. A Son in unrelieved pain, a Father
His only true source of strength, both of them staying
the course, making it through the night—together.

Fathers, this Easter weekend may we be renewed in
our task as parents, bolstered by images of this Father
and this Son as we embrace our children and stand
with them forever, I pray in the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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