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Marcus Helvécio Tourinho de Assis Martins is a native of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and joined The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in July, 1972.  In August of 1978 he became the first black member to serve
as a full-time missionary for the Church in the 20th century, serving in the Brazil São Paulo North Mission.

Since then, brother Martins served as bishop, counselor in branch presidencies, member of stake high
councils, stake and ward executive secretary, high priests group leader, ward mission leader, temple
officiator, stake and ward sunday school president, and teacher in primary, sunday school, and institute of
religion.  In the early 1980's he also translated the “Book of Mormon: Another Testament of Jesus Christ”
into Portuguese.

Brother Martins has worked over the years as a systems analyst and independent consultant for the Brazilian
government and a number of private corporations.  He holds a Ph.D. in Sociology of Religion, Race and
Ethnic Relations, a Master’s degree in Organizational Behavior, and a bachelor’s in Business Management.
He taught religion and sociology classes at Brigham Young University, Ricks College, and now teache s 
religion at Brigham Young University-Hawaii.

He and Sister Mirian Barbosa Martins, herself a native of Petrópolis, Brazil, and a returned missionary with
several years of leadership experience, have four children: Flávio, Natália, Felipe, and Cristina.


